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McConnell proposes wildlife refuse
, - ••-•• ••_ • - JL .tf<r y- 's^ii ..n-• -^-4' .• •. -<4^^'.

Refuge will
be 15 miles
west of LBL
By AMY WILSON
StafI Wrftaf

U.S. Sen. Mitch McConncJ o
proposing to create a. national
wildlife refnge 15 miles west of
TVA'a Land Between the Lakes.

"The legislation I'm proposing
will authorize the U.S. Fish and

.Wildlife Service to purchase up
to 20,000 acres in western Ken
tucky located on the East Pork of

-in outdoor activities would have
an opportunity here in Kentucky
~ something that nature lovers
and the stale would benefit
from." .

Today, the National Wddlfe
Refuge System Is made up of 571
refu^s in 49 states and U.S. ter
ritories, totaling nearly 92 million
acres of the naUon's best wildlife
habitat. Kentucky has been the
only state without its own
lodcpendcntly-nianagcd refuge.

The estimated cost for acquisi
tion would be $12 million to 518
million.

"Once established, the Ken-
lucl^ National Wildlife Refuge
will showcase a unique ecosys-
Icm, protecting wildlife and

..n- • ^1-4' •.

offering a variety of cducaticna]
op^Ttunitlcs for the:public,"
McConnell said. "This refuge
will also provide recreational
activities including bird watch
ing, hiking, hunting and fishtng."

TVA's Land Between the

Lakes, which consists of .170,000
acres, was designated a national
rcaeatioiuil area by President
John F. Kennedy in 1963.
Through the use of eminent
doroain by the fedeioJ govern
ment. residents on that land were.
required to move.

For the past several years, LBL
has been struggiing for additional
funding. Under a mandate by
TVA to become self suflicicnt,
LBL officials have faunched a

' public planning process to lay ih
framework for die future. ^ "

McConnell was instrumental i
securing operational funds for Ut
LBL recrcational/cnvironihcnl;
edacation area for fiscal yc:
1996.

Acccffding to McConnell, boi
agricultural and conservatio
interests can exist side-by-sid
under his proposal for .a natiooj
wUdllfe refuge.

"I have worked hard to cnsut
that my proposal is fair and pre
tccts the rights of individual land
owners, while preserving thi
jraportnni habilaC' he said. "Con
tained in my bill is Janguagc i

B See Page z

the Clarks Rivcr^''-McConneU
said in a slatcmciiL'^This site',
located near Bcnton, Is the only
major bottomland hardwood area
remaining in western Kentucky."

He revealed his plans at a press
conference Saturday at Mooi^
Resort Lodge.
' McConncU emphasized Uial in

addition tb the cnvirorvmentaJ and

educational facncflts of the site,
the designation of the Kentucky
Wiidlife Refuge will also provide
a significant econonuc btxtsl to
the area.

"TIjc creation of Keniucl^'s
first refuge w'lll help keep tourist
dollars in the state," he said. "By
creating a Kentucky wildlife
refuge, people who axe interested



U Refuge...
waterfbwL A Urge number ^from PAGE 1 mifiraififyibirdB -including

ensure ihat ihe acQUisiuon i, song'-'birdsi and iho
refuge land will 2t^«ied:bald eagle could malcc
sellers, donauons or exchangM, „oniBSthew. ' ' ...
only. . . Ttie iiafdwood ioresis •would ^

"I am sensiuve to the P«»l»^y , hQbiiar fOf numerous wood-righis and concerns of local land-;, anpP • ^as^
owners and for Oiij «»son-1 w.U oihcr wildlife which
closely follow the project fo uie area include,
ensure lhat ihe^ nghu are pro- ^yc(s, o»crs ®nd bpbca^
lecied," he said. -.j.. rafuge would be locaiw

The .rerugc area would be ^ gouiheast of '
siluated on a °"8jatory 20 miles norlh-of Mumy 10and breeding ama for avanciy of ^0® MayfWcL

—I ApubUe meeting will be hem
I at7 p.m. March 26 in Benion fo ^\ explain ihe proposed refuge pla^S^royide* informauon on the ^

tflf^t area and prtjcedurea and to ^
answer questions.
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